Independent Research Program Scope, Sequence, and Skills
Overview -- Independent research is a process that actively involves students in their own learning, empowers them to access information, and helps them to become independent, responsible, confident, excited researchers.  Students will learn not only the content in their self-selected area of research but also a set of study skills.  Independent research can be differentiated according to grade, skill, academic ability, interest, and learning style.  The Independent Research Program is not a set of worksheets that must be completed but is a set of skills that allows students to gather, analyze, and share information through the creation of a professional product and presentation.  

Learning Objectives -- All students will learn that:

1. Research is a sequential process; however, it is a cyclical, rather than linear process.
2. Research is used to answer questions.

3. There are many sources for information.

4. They must cite their sources using a standard format for their bibliography.

5. They need to put information in their own words.

6. Information must be organized for use in a product.

7. They should share what they have learned with an appropriate audience.

	Step
	Brief Description
	Suggested Formative Checkpoint(s)
	Skills Used

	Topic
Pgs. 136-138


	Immersion activities and a presearch of the literature gives students enough background information to choose a topic
	1. Presearch materials:  source cards, notefacts
2. Topic choice

3. Concept map


	Productive thinking, concept mapping, decision making, identifying prior knowledge, review of existing literature

	Goal Setting
Pgs. 136, 140-141


	Set research goals, develop focus questions, and formulate a main research question
	1. Focus questions 

2. Research question
3. Notefact, glossary, resource, and primary source goals (pg. 141)
	Writing statement of purpose, developing research question, asking good focus questions, setting individual goals for research study, time management

	Research
Pgs. 136, 139, 142-146
	Gather data from primary and secondary sources using source and notefact cards
	1. Source cards
2. Notefact cards

3. Glossary of the study
	Using library, choosing appropriate resources, using different types of resources, using correct format for bibliography, interviewing surveying, writing letters, accessing electronic information, writing notefacts, paraphrasing

	Organizing
Pgs. 136, 147-149
	Organize, analyze, and interpret data to draw conclusions about Research and Focus Questions.
	1. Thesis statement = answer to main research question
2. Separate essential notefacts vs. supplementary notefacts
3. Outline, graph, chart, or graphic organizer to organize data
	Categorizing, using graphic organizers, outlining, analyzing, identifying areas needing more information, formulating new ideas from data, making inferences/generalizations

	Goal Evaluation
Pgs. 136, 140-141, 150-151
	Reflect on the research process using objective and subjective evaluations
	1. Objective evaluation (pg. 150)
2. Subjective evaluation (pg. 151)
	Formulating open-ended questions, evaluating quality of questions, answers, and research data, using test-taking strategies, self-evaluating progress, setting goals for future study

	Product
Pgs. 136, 153-154
	Choose and develop a product that shares key findings
	1. Product plan (pgs. 153-154)
	Productive thinking, decision making, synthesizing, applying, planning, using product skills

	Presentation
Pgs. 136, 155
	Plan, organize, and present your findings to an audience


	1. Presentation of research findings plan (pg. 155)
	Choosing appropriate audience, using presentation skills, communicating, evaluating own/other presentations
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