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Randolph-Field Independent School District

Gifted and Talented Program

Jennifer A. Adams, District Coordinator

P.O. Box 2217     Universal City, TX 78148

Phone  210.357.2322     Fax  210.357.2346

Email adams@rfisd.net     Web www.rfisd.net


January 24, 2011
Dear Parents,

This letter is to inform you that your 5th grader is currently participating in an Independent Study Program that was specifically created for our high-ability, advanced, and gifted students.  Students have completed instructional seminars which provided an in-depth introduction to the process of research.

We have added a new page to our website titled “RES Independent Study.”  Here we will post information and resources that students may use during the research process.  The link to the RES Independent Study webpage is:  http://classroom.rfisd.net/webs/zenith/res_independent_study.htm
We hope to impress upon the students that the research process is cyclical, not linear, and includes a variety of steps.  The Independent Study Program is designed to elicit scholarly and professional behaviors from students, such as posing research questions, gathering information related to the questions, searching for information from varied resources, organizing the information, and presenting the information to an authentic audience.

Independent study is the most frequently recommended instructional strategy for teachers of gifted and talented students, as well as a method to extend and enrich the regular school curriculum for high-ability and high-achieving students.  Through independent research, students are able to pursue a topic in greater depth and with increased complexity at their own pace.  Teachers can utilize this method to provide for a wide range of individual differences by allowing students to select topics of interest and varying the complexity of the questions that direct the study.  Independent study is differentiated instruction in its purest form; it is tailored specifically to the individual child’s interests, needs, preferred learning styles, and strength areas.

Although this is an independent learning process, both the classroom teacher and myself will be involved every step of the way to guide and encourage students as they enjoy becoming lifelong learners.  We have added opportunities for students to initially set goals for themselves, develop time management strategies, and evaluate their progress towards their goals as on ongoing process throughout their research.  
5th grade students participating in the program will have approximately two hours each week during class to work on their independent study (30 minutes per day x 4 days a week).  Please support your child in his/her quest for knowledge by asking questions, following up on timelines/deadlines and scheduling time to work at home (as needed).
If at any time you have questions, concerns, or feedback, please feel free to contact me via email (adams@rfisd.net) or by phone (210.357.2322).

Respectfully,
Ms. Adams, Ms. Lane, Ms. McCullough, Ms. Rogers, Ms. Sadlon, and Ms. Wagner
