Randolph Middle School 2010-2011
Ms. Adams
Room 24


GT Independent Study/Mentorship Course Guidelines

ABOUT THIS COURSE:  The purpose of this class is to offer those students who are remarkably advanced in academic knowledge an opportunity to be challenged through research, analysis, interpretation, and discussion with intellectual peers.  Independent research is one of the most effective ways to differentiate for gifted and high-ability learners in the classroom.  Students must be able to acquire, record, organize, and communicate information effectively.  Students will therefore employ a wide range of higher order thinking skills to accomplish the task of meaningful research and the resulting creation of an advanced-level product or presentation.    The first part of the course will focus on developing the skills required to conduct meaningful research and communicate effectively.  The second part of the course will allow students to create work that reflects the professional quality that the Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students requires.   Knowledge and application of grade-level TEKS and TAKS objectives will be addressed; however, students will also have multiple opportunities to participate in advanced learning experiences across all content areas, depending on his/her identified area(s) of strength.  
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Email:  adams@rfisd.net
Phone:  210.357.2322 (Voicemail)
Fax:  210.357.2346
Web:  www.rfisd.net (Administration(Instructional Services(Gifted and Talented)
SUPPLIES:  
· Required:  2-3” Binder for Independent Study materials only
· Recommended:  Composition Books /Notebook Paper
· Writing Instruments (Pens or Pencils)/ Highlighters/Markers/Map Pencils
· Post-It Notes/Index Cards 
As this is a research-based course, I urge students to purchase supplies to use that are beneficial for them (index cards vs. notebook for notes, etc.).  
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS:
· Follow all RMS rules and CHAMPs procedures at all times.
· Follow teacher directions immediately.
· Follow the “Golden Rule.” 
· Take pride in keeping our classroom neat and organized.  This is not just my classroom; this is our classroom and our school.  Please pick up any trash that may be on the floor (even if it isn’t yours) and make sure your supplies, books, computers, dictionaries, etc. are put away neatly at the end of the class period.  You will not be dismissed until the room is in order.

· Take care of personal business (restroom, locker, etc.) between classes.  You cannot take an active part in learning if you are not in the classroom!  

· Let’s begin on time so that we may end on time.  You may exit the classroom in an orderly fashion when the teacher dismisses you.

GRADING POLICY:  
Your grade will be calculated accordingly:

Class Work/Daily Assignments




50%
Major Projects, Papers, or Exams



50%

STUDENT LAPTOP COMPUTERS:  We are very fortunate to have a class set of laptops available to us.  Each student will be assigned a laptop computer for use during this class period only.  Laptops may not be removed from Room #24 for any reason.  We will create an electronic portfolio in which you will keep a majority of your work from this class.  Please write down your laptop number here:__________.

DISCIPLINE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:  Please read the Randolph Middle School “Eagle Flight Manual” and be familiar with the consequences and policies it contains.  You are expected to follow all RMS policies and procedures at all times.  You may wish to review the specific areas listed below:

· Dress and Grooming  (pg. 17)
· Makeup Work (pg. 26)
· Tardiness (pg. 34)
READING MATERIALS:   I will provide you with a copy of any reading materials, unless it is a self-selected reading assignment, in which you will be responsible for securing your own copy.  Please let me know if I can assist you in any way.  (
CLASS PROJECTS:  We will have at least one class project (research reports, technology presentations, etc.) per six-week period.  I will provide you with a list of requirements / important information that you will need, as well as a timeline of due dates.  Please keep in mind that major projects will count as 40% of your six-week grade, as they are an accumulation of material over a period of several weeks.
NOTES:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________



Please keep this in your folder for the remainder of the school year.
